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Trends in Giving to 14 Religious Bodies 


In 14 Protestant bodies, total contributions reported 
for benevolences between 1939 and 1952 increased about 
130 per cent, in terms of 1939 dollars, and the annual per 
capita contribution increased about 80 per cent. For cur- 
rent expenses, the total amounts reported increased, in 
1939 dollars, 88 per cent, and the annual per capita about 
50 per cent during the same period. 

We give below figures for religious bodies that report 
consistently for a long period of years, in a search for 
data on trends. It has been found that 14 Protestant bodies 
published reports for each year of the period 1929 to 1952. 
(A report for 1952 is usually published in 1953. The 
figures were the latest available when this study was 
made. ) 

The fourteen denominations are: American Baptist, 
Southern Baptist, Church of the Brethren, Congregational 
Christian, International Convention of the Disciples of 
Christ, Protestant Episcopal, Evangelical and Reformed, 
Evangelical United Brethren, United Lutheran, Metho- 
dist, United Presbyterian, Presbyterian in the U. S., Pres- 
byterian in the U. S. A., Reformed Church in America. 


Brief Interpretation of Trends 


By comparing the totals reported by these bodies with 
those of all religious bodies in the 1926 and 1936 Censuses 
of Religious Bodies, it seems that contributions to the 14 
bodies are equal to about 50 per cent of the total received 
by all religious bodies and to about 70 per cent of the total 
reported by all Protestant bodies. 

The data here interpreted are from an extensive manu- 
script in the files of the Department of Research and Sur- 
vey. In this summary special attention is given to 
comparisons of 1939 figures with those for 1952. 


Total Contributions 


The total amounts reported by the 14 bodies for con- 
gregational expenses increased from $258, 307,000 in 1939 
to $928,998,000 in 1952; but the 1952 figures, in terms 
of 1939 dollars, were equal to only $486,132,000. In 1939 
dollars, the increase was 88 per cent. 

As for benevolences, the total contributed was $43,- 
993,000 in 1939, and $192,805,000 in 1952; but in 1939 
dollars the 1952 contributions were equal to only $100,- 
892,000, and were in these terms less than in 1946 when 
they were $104,086,000. In 1939 dollars, the increase be- 
tween 1939 and 1952 was about 130 per cent. 

In 1946, benevclences were equal to 24 per cent of con- 


tributions for all purposes; in 1952, only 17.2 per cent. 
The proportion which benevolences represent, compared 
with total contributions, declined between 1929 and 1938, 
increased up to 1945 and 1946, and has since declined. 

It is possible that recent emphases on church buildings 
account for much of the increase in contributions for 
congregational expenses, but there is no separate reporting 
on this item for enough denominations to warrant an esti- 
mate. The Methodist Church, for example, reported for 
buildings and improvements, $25,016,000 in 1946, and 
$83,567,000 in 1952. 

For fuller data, see tables below. 


Per Capita Contributions 


The per capita figures in the accompanying tables were 
calculated on the basis of a special compilation. For the pur- 
pose of calculating per capita contributions, the “com- 
municant” membership figure of the Episcopal Church 
and the “confirmed” membership figure of the United 
Lutheran Church have been combined with the current 
memberships reported by the other 12 bodies. These 
membership figures are for continental United States only. 

From the following tables it will be seen that in terms 
of current dollars, the per capita figure for congregational 
expenses increased from $10.92 in 1939 to $31.14 in 1952; 
but in terms of 1939 dollars the 1952 contribution was 
equal to only $16.30. In 1939 dollars, the per capita in- 
crease was, in practical or rounded terms, about 50 per 
cent. 

For benevolences, the per capita contribution was $1.87 
in 1939 and $6.46 in 1952; but the 1952 contribution, ‘in 
terms of 1939 dollars, was equal to only $3.38. In 1939 
dollars, the per capita increase was about 80 per cent. 

For further data, see tables below. 


Some Limitations and Qualifications 


The study indicates that the figures for congregational 
purposes reported by many denominations are “expen- 
ditures” rather than contributions. The published reports 
of 7 of the 14 seem to be expenditures. For some others 
it is difficult to tell. Does the trend line based on such 
figures give an inaccurate picture of the trend in contribu- 
tions? It might, if special funds for buildings or other 
purposes are raised in one year and spent the next year. 
Thus reports of expenditures might give an impression 
of increases in contributions that did not actually take 
place. 
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There are no complete reports on contributions to all 
religious bodies. The estimates of F. Emerson Andrews 
of the Russell Sage Foundation, and of other persons, in- 
dicate that religious bodies receive one-half of all con- 
tributions to philanthropy in the nation. Within recent 
years, the receipts of all churches may have been above 
$2,000,000,000 a year. If so, they are equal to less than 
one per cent of the total disposable income of the people 
of the United States. 


Excerpts From the Study 


The above summary is made from extensive data from 
which excerpts are now given. 

The table following shows that about one-fourth 
(25.8 per cent) of the total amount contributed to the 
14 bodies in 1952 was contributed to The Methodist 
Church and between one-fourth and one-fifth (22.1 per 
cent) to the Southern Baptist Convention. In 1929, con- 
tributions to the Southern Baptist Convention accounted 
for only 8.8. per cent of the total contributed to the 14 
bodies, whereas those to The Methodist Church accounted 
for 31.2 per cent. 


1929 1952 
% of % of 
Religious Body Amount Total Amount Total 
Methodist Church ........ $138,762,363 31.2 $ 289,791,195 25.8 


Southern Bapt. Conv....... 


39,337,149 
Presbyterian U. S, A...... 


248,004,319 22.1 
126,455,475 11.3 
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50,140,163 11.2 73,393,129 6.5 
United Lutheran ......... 22,204,265 5.0 63,013,391 5.6 
Disciples of Christ ....... 18,614,840 4.2 60,716,073 5.4 
Amer. Bapt. Conv. ....... 32,597,662 7.3 57,736,928 5.1 
Cong. Christian .......... 26,810,743 6 55,172,817 4.9 
Presbyterian U. S. ....... 14,307,835 3.2 51,183,226 4.6 
Evan. United Breth. ...... 12,646,225 28 33,514,248 3.0 
Evan. and Reformed ...... 13,076,571 2.9 31,025,133 28 
Reformed in America ..... 5,380,087 1.2 12,399,999 1.1 
United Presbyterian ...... ,286,108 1.4 12,305,082 1.1 
Church of the Breth....... 1,598,898 0.4 7,091,624 0.7 

Total—14 Bodies ....... $445,327,233 100.0 $1,121,802,639 100.0 


In the 1926 Census of Religious Bodies, total church 
expenditure figures were broken down into “current ex- 
penses and improvements,” “expenditures for benovo- 
lences, missions, etc.,” and “not classified expenditures.” 
Expenditures by the 14 bodies and by all Protestant bodies 
in 1926 in these three categories were as follows: 


All Protestant Bodies 
(1926) 14 Bodies 
% of % of 
Amount Total Amount Total 


$347,562,097 77.8 


For Current Expenses 
and Improvements... $458,123,344 77.4 


For Benevolences ..... 129,477,016 21.8 97,774,435 21.9 
Not Classified ........ 3,833,984 08 1,365,215 0.3 
Total $51,434,344 100.0  $446,701,747 100.0 


The 1936 Census of Religious Bodies* reported church 
expenditures in much greater detail than did the 1926 
Census. As may be seen in the table following, salaries 
and other current expenses accounted for almost two- 
thirds of the expenditures of the 14 bodies in that year ; all 
salaries accounted for 42.6 per cent, other current ex- 
penses, including interest, accounted for 22.0 per cent, 
or 64.6 per cent combined. Repairs and improvements 
and payment on church debt, not including interest, ac- 


*This Census, it is now well known, was incomplete; only about 
80 per cent of the local churches reported. 


counted for 15.4 per cent. Similar proportions prevailed 
when the figures for all Protestant bodies, including the 
14, are considered. 


All Protestant 
Bodies (1396) 14 Bodies 
Jo of % of 


Amount Total Amount Total 
Total Expenditures ..$363,266,226 100.0 $249,916,115 100.0 


Pastors’ Salaries ...... 111,732,512 30.7 78,499,600 31.4 
All Other Salaries..... 41,283,271 11.4 =28,120,428 11.2 
Repairs and Improve- 

28,246,265 7.8 19611,219 78 
Payment on Debt ...... 27,509,392 76 18,971,958 7.6 
Other Current Expend. 76,203,942 21.0 54,875,177 22.0 
Local Relief and Charity 10,522,262 2.9 6,258,360 2.5 
Home Missions ....... 206,882 5,686,491 2.3 


Foreign Missions ...... 8,601,733 24 5720445 23 
To General Headquarters 32,127,160 88 19,316,788 7.7 
All Other Purposes .... 18,832,807 5.1 12,855,743 5.1 


The distribution of Roman Catholic expenditures in 
1936, which was somewhat different from the distribu- 
tion of expenditures reported by Protestant bodies, was 
as follows: 

Roman Catholic Parishes, 1936 


Amount % of Total 

Total Expenditures $139,073,358 100.0 
Pastors’ Salaries 11,816,859 8.4 
All other salaries .......... 29,128,421 20.9 
Repairs and improvements... 16,166,771 11.6 
Payment on church debt .... 14,710,721 10.6 
Other current expenses ..... 46,791,438 33.6 
Local relief and charity ..... 5,108,325 i 
Home missions ............ 1,158,198 0.8 
Foreign missions ........... 743,598 0.5 
To general headquarters .... 3,844,247 2.8 
All other purposes ......... 9,604,780 7.0 


Contributions to the 14 religious bodies combined, which 
are found in all geographical areas of the United States, 
have followed the trend of national economic activity very 
closely in the period 1929-1952. After the decline from 
1929 to 1933 in which year the amount received in con- 
tributions represented a 41.5 per cent decrease from the 
1929 level, an upward movement began which has con- 
tinued in this direction ever since, except for a dip in 
1939. When the dollar figures are adjusted to 1939 values, 
somewhat more fluctuation is evident from one year to 
another, as may be seen in the table below. 


Contributions To Fourteen Religious Bodies, 1929-1952, 
in Current Dollars and in 1939 Dollars 


Year Current Dollars 1939 Dollars 
(000) (000) 
419,698 349,166 
367,159 334,999 
309,410 314,761 
260,367 279,664 
260,681 270,697 
267,597 270,847 
279,835 280,396 
297,134 287 ,364 
302,300 302,300 
311,362 308,891 
337,733 318,916 
358,420 305,558 
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608,165 433,166 
775,361 447,927 
875,070 510,542 
934,723 539,990 
1,033,392 539,990 


Some of the increase is the result of growth in mem- 
bership but not all of it, for membership has not grown 
at the rate that contributions have advanced. Membership 
growth has been at a fairly constant rate in these bodies. 
Whereas contributions increased by 109.9 per cent be- 
tween 1933 and 1952 calculated on the basis of deflated 
dollars, membership increased by only 35.7 per cent. 


Church Membership Reported 1929-1952 


Year Membership* Year Membership* 
1929 .... 21,295,055 1941 .... 24,168,735 
1930 .... 21,530,146 1942 .... 24,530,125 
1931 .... 21,599,343 1943 .... 24,934,076 
1932 .... 21,830,636 1944 .... 25,381,177 
1933 .... 21,981,746 1945 .... 25,733,672 
1934 .... 22,158,268 1946 .... 26,433,603 
1935 .... 22,387,487 1947 .... 26,952,934 
1936 .... 22,539,637 1948 .... 27,676,620 
1937 .... 22,722,671 1949 .... 27,978,196 
1938 .... 23,284,871 1950 .... 28,640,768 
1939 .... 23,658,390 1951 .... 29,198,306 
1940 .... 23,663,000 1952 .... 29,834,891 


Contributions for Benevolences! 


The rate of contributions to benevolence has greatly 
increased in the last ten years, although the proportion of 
all contributions going to benevolences has not changed 
noticeably from one year to another. 

As may be seen from the table following, contributions 
to benevolences have accounted for from 14 to 24 per 
cent yearly of total contributions to the 14 bodies. The 
proportion which benevolences represented of total con- 
tributions declined between 1929 and 1938, then increased 
up to 1945 and 1946, and has since declined. The “Cru- 
sade for Christ” in the Methodist Church, and other spe- 
cial programs, were probably responsible for the large 
proportions to benevolence in the years 1945 and 1946. 

Looking at benevolence figures in current dollars, the 
picture is one of increasing amounts to benevolence each 
year, but when the current dollar figures are converted 
to 1939 dollars we see that the high point was reached 
in 1946. We also see, however, that contributions to 
benevolences in terms of 1939 dollars have been on the 
increase since 1949, and that the 1952 figure is below the 
high figure of 1946 by only $3,000,000. 

Contributions to Benevolences, in Current Dollars and 


1939 Dollars, and Proportion which Benevolences repre- 
sent of Total Contributions, 1929-52: 


*Figures on communicant membership used for the Episcopal 
Church and for the United Lutheran Church. 


1The benevolence figures discussed in this section are total benevo- 
lence figures. No attempt has been made to analyze denominational 
and other benevolences separately. 
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14 Religious Bodies 


Current 1939 % of Total 
Year Dollars Dollars Contributions 
(000) (000) 
wes $ 73,886 $ 59,537 16.6 
68,480 56,976 16.3 
ee 60,187 54,915 16.4 
47,6077 48,502 15.4 
40,027 42,994 15.4 
38,820 40,312 14.9 
40,326 40,816 15.1 
40,512 40,593 14.5 
42,546 41,147 14.3 
43,362 42,721 14.1 
43,993 43,993 14.6 
50,472 50,071 16.2 
errs 56,693 53,535 16.8 
63,730 54,331 17.8 
72,375 58,086 18.1 
90,785 71,710 19.7 
129,414 99,934 23.5 
146,137 104,086 24.0 
147,182 91,531 21.5 
151,348 87,434 19.5 
153,179 83,369 17.5 
158,065 91,314 16.9 
172,010 92,033 16.6 
192,805 100,892 17.2 


Contributions to Congregational Expenses 


The amounts contributed to congregational expenses? 
in the period 1929-52 are shown, for all 14 bodies com- 
bined, in the tabulation below. Because contributions to 
congregational expenses represent the main portion of 
total contributions, the figures on congregational expenses 
show a trend somewhat similar to those representing total 
contributions. 


Year Current Dollars 1939 Dollars 
(000) (000) 
351,133 292,124 
220,339 236,670 
221,861 230,386 
254,588 246,217 
263,855 259,956 
260,891 258,820 
280,039 264,438 
294,690 251,227 
eee 370,715 292,824 
421,990 325,861 
462,028 329,080 
537,212 334,087 
776,658 448,676 
861,381 460,878 
928,998 486,132 


2Total contributions less contributions to benevolences. 
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Contributions to congregational expenses reported to 
the National Council’s Department of Stewardship and 
Benevolence include such items as ministers’ salaries, 
other current administrative expenses, and payments on 
debt, as well as contributions toward new buildings and 
improvements. A breakdown of the data into contribu- 
tions for the various types of congregational expenditure 
is not available for all 14 bodies. 


Per Capita Contributions 


‘The per capita figures used in the annual Statistics of 
Giving, published by the Department of Stewardship 
and !}enevolence, provide a basis of comparison from year 
to year. However, there is a problem of comparability be- 
cause of the varying bases of membership figures sub- 
mitted by the different bodies for use in calculating the 
per capita figures. The per capita figures calculated from 
such data, therefore, should be regarded as only the 
roughest sort of comparison. It appears that only a few 
of the bodies estimate their membership 13 years of age 
and over, 

The membership figures submitted by most bodies in- 
clude some members outside continental United States, 
but these are a small proportion, possibly less than one 
per cent. 

The per capita figures shown in the following tables 
were calculated on the basis of a special compilation of 
both total and communicant membership of 18 religious 
bodies including the 14 bodies on which the present 
report on contributions is based. For the purpose of 
calculating per capita contributions to the 14 bodies, the 
“communicant” membership figure of the Episcopal 
Church and the “confirmed” membership figure of the 
United Lutheran Church have been combined with the 
current membership figures for the other twelve bodies. 

The figures in this compilation of church membership 
figures represent church membership in continental United 
States only. 

The membership figures used, have the effect of lower- 
ing the per capita figure for those bodies that have been 
submitting a figure on their membership 13 years and over 
since 1947—the Southern Baptists, the Evangelical United 
Brethren, and the Church of the Brethren. For the other 
bodies, the per capita figures are about the same though 
in a few cases they are higher because membership out- 
side continental United States has been excluded. 


Per Capita Contributions to Benevolences, 1929-1952 
Fourteen Religious Bodies 


Year Current Dollars 1939 Dollars 
$3.47 $2.80 
3.18 2.65 
2.79 2.54 
2.18 2.22 
1.82 1.96 
1.80 1.82 
1.87 1.81 
1.87 1.87 
2.13 2.12 
2.34 2.22 
| 2.60 2.21 


5.03 3.88 
5.53 3.94 
5.46 3.40 
5.47 2.98 
5.52 3.19 
eee 5.89 3.15 
6.46 3.38 


Per Capita Contributions to Congregational Expenses, 
Fourteen Religious Bodies, 1929-52 


Year Current Dollars 1929 Dollars 
16.31 13.57 
10.02 10.77 
10.62 10.64 
11.20 10.84 
11.02 10.94 
Ree 16.40 12.66 


Income of State and Local Councils 


City, county, and state councils of churches report 
total income from all sources of $7,161,292 for 1953, an 
increase of $1,059,460 over the figure of the previous 
year, in response to an inquiry made by W. P. Buck- 
walter, Jr., National Council of Churches. The main 
source of income of state councils is from denominational 
grants; the main source of city and county councils is 
contributions from local church budgets. The councils 
with volunteer leadership also draw mainly upon local 
church budgets. The report appears in “Financial Coun- 
seling Number 3,” a mimeographed publication available 
from Mr. Buckwalter, 297 Fourth Ave., New York 10, 
N. Y., at 50 cents each; $45 per hundred. 


World Parliament of Religions 


The World Parliament of Religions, described as ‘the 
spiritual heir” to the World Parliament of Religions 
held at the Chicago World’s Fair in 1893, has been es- 
tablished with headquarters at the well-known Presby- 
terian Labor Temple, 242 E. 14th St., New York 3, N.Y. 
It is announced that clergymen and laymen—Christian, 
Jewish, Islamic, Hindu, and Buddhist—are participating. 
The chairman is Rev. Richard E. Evans, minister of the 
Presbyterian Labor Temple. An announcement, contain- 
ing the provisional charter and declaration of principles, is 
obtainable from the organization at the address above. 
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